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So it all comes down to the scores: those pieces of paper covered in symbols and the man 
who put them there, and that was Jeff. Always tuneful and sounding so good – “audience 
friendly" to use Joan Viskant©s description. A group of saxophones and rhythm section, with 
no trumpets or trombones, sounds as if it might be boring but it never was and when you add 
in the flutes and the piccolo and the bass clarinet you get an even bigger variety of sounds.  
  
Then there were the tune titles: there's a story behind all of them. Bob, Not Rob refers to 
Jeff©s admiration for Bob Florence and he wrote this when he thought that Rob McConnell 
was getting too much attention. Henry was a nod in the direction of Henry Mancini, another 
of Jeff©s heroes. Waltz For Two Lawn Mowers comes from Jeff's Philadelphia background, 
where baritone saxophones were thought to sound like 'lawn mowers'. Bopsinova is a 
bossa-nova with "…a touch of be-bop in the bridge." The Chase was a reference to all those 
chase scenes in Hollywood pictures... 
  
There was one song, however, that wasn't 
written by Jeff and wasn't a 'standard' either; it 
was Lullaby Of The Rain, a joint effort by Joan 
(right) and her long-time friend and accompanist 
Mick Bishop – but the arrangement was by Jeff.   
  
This really was a superb concert. So much light 
and shade in the scoring and so easy for the 
singer. I think it's just about the most 
sympathetic group with which Joan has ever 
sung. I know I've said it before, but at the risk of 
sounding repetitive, I'm going to say it again - 
this was just about the best band I©ve heard, 
either at The Manor or previously at The 
Rayners! I just loved it!!  
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Promoter’s Note: We can but echo Ted’s sentiments regarding this gig: it was one of the 
most excellent band debuts it’s been our pleasure to witness in quite a few years – we’ll 
definitely be inviting SAXON! to return. The evocative West Coast sound conjured up by 
the various permutations of saxes and flutes, and the beautifully judged vocals, enthused 
absolutely everyone who was present – a rare enough occurrence in itself! For those of you 
who decided to pass on this session, for whatever reason, all we can say is that you missed 
something unique and rather special – you’ll kick yourself if you make the same mistake 
the next time the band’s here… SH/IF 
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